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Wild Olive Tree Bonsai (Olea sylvestris). Canary Islands



More than 1.000 years. Goats are to blame



Big Trees for Life
• I am the project manager of BIGTREES4LIFE. 
• BIGTREES4LIFE is a project of the Foundation Felix 

Rodriguez de la Fuente.
• It is co-funded  by the Diputación of Valencia and 

the European Union LIFE+. 
• We want to improve the conservation of big trees 

and mature forests in Spain, through 
communication actions. 

• It lasts for three years (2013-2015) and has a budget 
of 1.2 million euros.



Big Trees for Life
• Big trees and mature forest are very important 

as: 

– Hot spots of biodiversity

– Witnesses of climate change 

– Creators of landscape 

– Motors for sustainable development of rural 
economies 

– Tools of environmental education



Strong interest for Avenues in Spain
• The dissemination of the new about our 

participation in the European Avenue Working Group 
and the National Tree Friends Forum in Wroclaw, 
Poland, in September last year, had a great impact in 
the national media (TV, press and radio). 

• The many feedback received prove the high interest 
of the Spaniards for this natural and scenic forgotten 
heritage. 



Great impact in the national media



Strong interest in Spain
• In one year we got a lot of good information about 

Avenues that remain still in Spain, but a lot of bad 
news with regard to destruction of many others too. 

But many legal problems

• The current legislation does not permit to plant new 
avenues close to the road. And recommend to cut 
the old avenues for security reasons. 



The problem: National road regulations

• It is forbidden to plant 
trees in the first 8 meters 
of motorways and the 
first 3 meters for the rest 
of the national roads.

• It is necessary a special 
authorization to plant 
trees in the first 100 
meters of highways and 
50 meters of national 
roads.



The problem: Regional road regulations

• It is forbidden to plant trees in the first 3 meters.
• A special authoritation is required to plant trees in the first 30 meters.



Survivors
• The few survivors are 

tranches of forgotten 
roads, old main 
entrances to the 
cities or access to 
railway stations. 

• It would be very 
important that the 
municipalities 
protect them. But 
usually they are 
cutting bit by bit.

Ezcaray, La Rioja, Spain



Alamedas

• The only avenues in Spain handled with care 
are the popular "alamedas” (poplar groves), 
wooded walks in historic parks and gardens.

• Despite its name they are not usually poplar 
plantations, but normally London planetree.

• This name, “alamedas”, was popularized 
probably by the French word "allées". 



Parque Alameda del Tajo, Ronda, Málaga, Spain



Bad News
• In July 2015, the ecologists denounced the removal of 

144 old trees in Cantabria (North of Spain) due to 6.50 
meters road widening. 

• After the neighborhood protests, the politicians ensured 
that they will not cut more trees down. 

• Finally, the ecologists have requested its statement as 
"road of ecological and landscape interest" or as 
“Cultural landscape”, just as contemplate the Highway 
Act or the Law of Cantabria Cultural Patrimony. 

• Thereby, the ecologists propose to turn the Avenues into 
tourist attractions that help to reduce highway speed, 
improve road safety and promote walkways and bicycle 
trails. It is a very good idea!



Cleared Avenue, Cantabria, North of Spain



Good News
• The most ambitious project was led in 2010 for the regional 

Castilla and León government. It's called 'The trees of the 
Way'. 

• It aims to plant 15,000 native trees each 8 meters along 
more than 450 kilometers in the Saint James Path (Route of 
Santiago de Compostela), between the provinces of Burgos 
and León, to celebrate the Jacobean Holy Year and the 
inclusion of this route, by UNESCO, as a World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage site. 

• Until now, 7,400 new trees have been already planted in the 
way. Now, pilgrims can walk under their shade as they go 
through the deforested Castilla towards Santiago. In the last 
10 years, a total of 1.7 million people have made the Saint 
James Path. 









Good News
• Other avenues are protected because of their 

botanical rarity. 

• For example, in Olmeda de Maripinar (Cieza, Murcia, 
South East of Spain), 43 Spanish elms (Ulmus minor) 
planted in 1911 survive thanks to a regional law that 
protects this endemic species, endangered because 
of a plague, the Dutch Elm Disease (DED).



Olmeda de Maripinar (Cieza, Murcia)



Conclusion

• At present, the Spanish avenues are a scarce 
natural heritage, threatened by the pressures 
of road safety. 

• Spanish society has a increasing interest about 
Avenues.

• It is urgent to ask the municipalities to protect 
the most important avenues: Now!





Thank you very much 
for your attention!


